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CONVERGENCE REVIEW -

Streaming Digital Music at Home

t first glance, the
Squeezebox 3
Network Music
Player has a
sturdy, elegant appearance—
brushed aluminum and black
finish, with a brig
matrix LED display—and fits
in nicely with a home stereo
system. The installation of net-
worked audio devices like this
used to be a chore, but once
you download and install the
SlimServer software, the setup
here is a breeze. Using the re-
mote, you simply scroll through
a series of screens, and within
minutes you're up and stream-
ing music from PC to Squeezebox
to home stereo. The LED is eas-
ily viewable from 8-10 feet away,
and you use the remote to browse
music by album, artist, or genre—
and it even lets you search.
Alternately, you can use the
software on your PC to manage
the music, or better yet, a wire-
less device with a Web browser.
One big advantage for those
of you with large and varied
compressed audio collections is
that Squeezebox supports a bevy
of file formats—MP3, AAC, WMA,
Ogg—as well as lossless formats
such as FLAC, WMA, and AAC
lossless. It's worth noting that
the Roku Soundbridge, the most
similar device on the market,
does not support FLAC and other
lossless formats. The Squeeze-
box also supports WEP and WPA
encryption, so you can keep the
clamps on your WiFi network
while you use Squeezebox.
In terms of connections, the

Squeezebox has RCA outputs
and a 3.5mm headphone
jack, and the sound quality
is surprisingly good using
these, in part due to the Burr-
Brown 24-bit DAC. Using

a Logitech iPod speaker, |
compared the sound qual-
ity of the very same tracks
on my iPod, and then the
Squeezebox, and noticed no
difference. For even bet-

ter sound, though, you can
utilize the digital outputs,
namely TosLink optical and
coaxial digital S/PDIF.

If you are looking for a ver-
satile, inexpensive system for
playing high-quality digital
audio throughout the house,
the Squeezebox presents an
elegant and powerful solu-
tion. Moreover, Slim Devices
recently announced a big
brother to the Squeezebox, an
audiophile-grade box dubbed
the Transporter, which is
due out in September. TPV

The Last Word

* Nice interface and remote

* Many features and networking
options

* Easy setup and control

a ¢ | can't even nit-pick here

Specifications

* Supports uncompressed and
compressed audio

Audio outputs

* Analog: RCA outputs

« Digital: Optical and coax digital con-
nections

Audio format support

* Lossless Formats (Apple Lossless, FLAC,
WMA Lossless)

* Uncompressed formats (AIFF, WAV, PCM)

* Compressed formats (MP3, AAC, Ogg
Vorbis, MP2, MusePack, WMA)

Networking
* 802.11b/g wireless networking
» CAT5 Ethernet

Encryption

* Supports both WPA Personal, WPA2-AES
and 64/128-bit WEP encryption

* Dimensions: 7.6"x 3.7"x 3.1"

* Price: $299

Manufacturer Information

Slim Devices, Inc.
(650) 210-9400
www. slimdevices.com
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